[Ultrastructure of subendocardial Purkinje cells and left-ventricular pseudotendons in sudden coronary death].
Ultrastructure of subendocardial Purkinje cells and left ventricular false tendons was studied in 13 cases of sudden coronary death (SCD). In some observations different degrees of the conducting bundle cells atrophy up to their complete disappearance were found in the false tendons while in death of craniocerebral injury (control) partial atrophy of Purkinje cells was a rare finding. Evaluation of changes in the conducting cell ultrastructure in SCD has shown the presence of sarcoplasmic reticulum vacuolization, divergence of membranes in intercalated disks, myofibrillar overcontraction. All these changes observed both in false tendons and in the subendocardium were always present in various combinations in all 13 cases of SCD and may contribute to the onset of cardiac arrhythmias, lethal outcome.